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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3, and 6-12 are pending in this application. By the Office Action, claim 5 is 
objected to; and claims 1-4 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103. By this Amendment, 
claims 1, 3, and 6 are amended and claims 2, 4, and 5 are canceled. Support for amended 
claim 1 can be found in original claims 1, 2, 4, and 5. No new matter is added. In view of the 
foregoing amendments and following remarks, reconsideration and allowance are respectfully 
requested. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indication that claim 5 is objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but is otherwise allowable. 

I. Drawings 

The Office Action summary page indicates that the drawings in this application are 
objected to. However, no specific drawing objections are specified in the Office Action, and 
Applicants believe that the drawings on file are in proper form. Thus, it is believed that no 
corrections are required. 

II. Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1-4 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hori in view of 
Mitani. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hori in view of Mitani and further 
in view of Inoue. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hori in view of 
Mitani and further in view of Sekiguchi. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over 
Hori in view of Mitani and further in view of Abe. Applicants respectfully traverses the 
rejections. 

Although Applicants do not necessarily agree with the rejections, the claims are 
amended to incorporate non-rejected subject matter. In particular, claim 1 is amended to 
incorporate the subject matter of non-rejected claim 5, and intermediate claims 2 and 4. 
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Accordingly, the rejections are moot. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections are 
respectfully requested. 
III. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of the application 
are earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Joel S. Armstrong 
Registration No. 36,430 



JAO:JSA 



Date: January 10, 2007 



Oliff & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 



Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



